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We’re here to nurture confident and  
curious students who understand that  
the more you practice, the more naturally 
things will come to you.

WELCOME

As strange as it sounds, when new students come 
through our doors here at Chelsea Independent 
College, we’re already thinking about the moment  
they leave. At that point, we can see just how much 
they have grown in their time with us. We can get true 
perspective on what they have achieved in an academic 
sense and how they have developed as a person.

Today, we’re proud to be able to reflect on a growing 
body of CIC students and alumni who have developed 
into well-informed, competent and secure individuals. 
Many have gone on to pursue great careers in areas 
such as business, medicine, architecture, design and 
research, with their experience at CIC providing the 
foundations for their success.

Our approach to learning and personal development  
is based on a combination of informality (it’s all first 
names here) and rigorous academic work delivered  
in small classes. 

From our location in the heart of South West  
London, we balance life in one of the world’s greatest 
cities with a residential school environment that’s  
ideal for young minds. We are diverse in our nature  
and international in our outlook, with over 40 different 
nationalities at the last count. We encourage 
collaboration between our students, and offer a wide 
variety of sports, trips and activities that provide not 
only an alternative area of focus alongside academic 
work but also a valuable way of meeting friends and 
developing teamwork and language skills.

Day-to-day, each individual is in the care of our 
excellent and highly qualified teaching staff, all  
under the guidance of the English education system. 
We encourage them to work hard within a positive, 
enthusiastic atmosphere, equipping them with  
subject knowledge and a love of learning that can  
be carried forward to university and later life.

We are always delighted to welcome new students to be part of life here at CIC.  
Contact us today to discuss how we can benefit your individual learning journey. 

Dr Martin Meenagh, Principal
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Our approach to  
learning is based on  
a deep understanding  
of each student as  
an individual.
We get to know what motivates and inspires them,  
and then we develop a tailored teaching programme  
to help them achieve their full potential.

With so much reliant on the end-of-year exams, we  
place emphasis on building students’ confidence in this 
key area. Our system of Examination Practice Papers  
(EPPs) means students are regularly tested in an exam 
setting using questions from past and practice papers.  
This experience not only helps familiarise them with the 
exam process and requirements, but also gives teachers 
the means to continually monitor students’ performance 
and identify any areas for further development.

Our work to prepare students for their exams perfectly 
complements the learning conducted in the classroom, 
where they can actively explore the subject areas covered 
by the current syllabus in small groups. Our first-class 
teaching staff give students the insight, skills and tools 
they need to solve problems as well as the ability to 
demonstrate their subject knowledge and achieve  
the grades they deserve.

To support them, we provide students with a 
comprehensive and concise set of notes for each  
of their subjects, which correspond to examination 
specifications. They act as a valuable reference point  
that can be used before and during the lesson, and  
also as a revision tool to reinforce their learning  
at a later date.

• Tailored teaching programmes
• Personal tutor for every student
• Small class sizes
• Interactive and engaging learning environment
• Close monitoring of academic progress
• Academic profiling, including Durham University’s  

ALIS performance predictors
• Regular exam practice with detailed feedback

Antonina, Academic Summer School Student

Overcoming the language barrier can 
be challenging. Luckily, all CIC staff 
members were supportive enough for 
me to open up and progress.
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It’s our role to give them the best chance of securing a  
place at the institution of their choice, and we do so through  
a combination of inspiring their excitement for learning  
and preparing them for success in the exam room.

Based on a detailed understanding of each our students,  
we develop individual, tailored learning pathways that set  
out the exact support and guidance they need to achieve their 
goals. For some, this might mean pursuing a highly academic 
course of study; for others, it might mean following a programme 
focused on fashion, art or media.

We believe more in-depth learning is crucial if  
students are to realise their true potential. 

Studies are led by our excellent teaching staff. More than just  
subject specialists, they are experts in their field: all hold at least  
a first degree in their subject and many are either public examiners  
or published authors. In each case, they do their utmost to help  
students enjoy classes and achieve the highest results possible. 

Beyond lessons, there are weekly tests and homework to consolidate 
students’ classroom learning through structured assessment and 
personal study, and we also have a dedicated team of staff to provide 
specialist university entrance guidance. Alongside our academic 
programme is an exceptional level of pastoral support, which is 
crucial in enabling our students to achieve individual success.

David Bright, Head of Sixth Form. Studied at the University of Birmingham. 

There are two different ways that you  
can teach at A-Level. Some teach students 
to memorize but we teach understanding  
so that students know what is happening 
behind all of the equations. 
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Open to all, our  
broad range of clubs 
and societies ensure 
students balance their 
academic effort with 
the reward of co-
curricular activities.
Lunchtime and After-school clubs and other co-curricular 
activities take place every Wednesday afternoonover three 
days each week, providing plenty of opportunities to either 
try out something new or develop an existing interest.

We make full use of our central London location and the 
world-class facilities and venues on our doorstep, with 
regular visits to museums, art galleries, theatres and 
academic institutions. We have also established 
partnerships with local sport providers of excellence, 
giving students access to Imperial College’s Ethos Sports 
Centre, Fulham Reach Boat Club and Will to Win Tennis in 
Hyde Park.

From universally popular sports such as football and 
tennis to more specialist activities such asfitness dance 
lessons and Brazilian jiu-jitsu, the options are constantly 
growing and changing to ensure they stay relevant to the 
interests of the current student body. 

At the heart of CIC’s events and social calendar  
is the Student Council, which plays an integral role in 
communicating new ideas and co-ordinating new activities. 
It is also responsible for organising fundraising events  
as well as planning the Christmas Party and Summer  
Prom. Council elections are held at the beginning of  
every academic year and weekly meetings take place 
throughout the term.

Hossein, A-Level Student.

My classmates  
and teachers always  
motivate me to go   
the extra mile. I  
can pursue my life   
goal of studying  
at University.
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Our college day
Open from 8:45am, our teaching day generally begins at 9am and runs through until 4:10pm. All lessons  
are based on 70-minute sessions, with a break of twenty minutes after Period 2 for water and refreshment. 

A typical day comprises five sessions focused on a student’s chosen academic subjects, and international 
students can have additional lessons in English for Academic Purposes if necessary. 

For A-level or International Foundation Year (IFY) students, the teaching day could start later or finish  
earlier depending on the timetable of teachers and subject choices.

Every Wednesday, after-school sports clubs and other co-curricular activities run from 13:50pm to 16:10pm. 

The school closes for the day at 17:30pm.
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Identifying a destination 
for the next stage  
of a student’s learning 
journey sets a clear 
direction for their  
time with us.
We work closely with our students to identify their 
personal strengths and interests, matching these to the 
most appropriate university courses available. We 
encourage our students to be ambitious and as a result we 
have a strong track record in securing places on 
competitive courses at the UK’s leading universities.

Students are guided through every stage of the UCAS 
selection and application process, with one-to-one advisory 
sessions, targeted teaching support and specialist training 
programmes putting them in the best possible position to 
achieve a place at the university of their choice.

We have good relationships with university admissions 
tutors, who visit the college to speak to our students about 
the admissions process and the qualities they look for. We 
also provide students with opportunities to gain relevant 
experience in workplace and community-based activities, 
giving them further depth beyond their academic 
achievements. Students aspiring to study at either Oxford 
or Cambridge are given specialist support from staff with 
the required relevant knowledge and experience.

We ensure all students are thoroughly prepared for 
interviews, with guidance on voice projection and body 
language, advice on background reading, and mock 
interviews with academics from leading universities. Similar 
support, including BMAT and UKCAT training, is available for 
students wishing to study Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary 
courses. Our support for higher education extends beyond 
UK, with students having access to expertise on the US Ivy 
League admissions process

Silvia, NCUK IFY Student.

I would like to study  
Electronic Engineering  
in the future, so taking  
the NCUK Foundation 
Programme was definitely  
the right step forward.
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Situated on the Fulham 
Road, right on the 
doorstep of one of the 
best cities in the world, 
our enviable location 
provides students with 
a unique backdrop for 
their education.
With its classic architecture and pretty tree-lined  
streets, Chelsea and Fulham form one of London’s  
most exclusive, desirable and peaceful areas, bordered  
by Kensington and Belgravia to the north and by the  
River Thames to the south.

Our state-of-the-art facilities in the Main Building  
and Broadway House are well-served by bus links and just  
a two-minute walk from Fulham Broadway underground 
station. As such, the capital’s finest art galleries and  
most beautiful parks are all within easy reach, and  
the Victoria and Albert, Science and Natural History 
museums are only a short tube ride away.

Closer to campus are the fashion hotspots and boutique 
shopping of the vibrant and cosmopolitan King’s Road,  
and the prestigious postcodes of Knightsbridge and  
Sloane Square. 

Sporting venues are also close at hand, with Stamford 
Bridge, home to Chelsea Football Club, directly across the 
road and Craven Cottage, home to Fulham Football Club,  
a short walk along the banks of the River Thames.

Our local area also boasts a variety of outdoor spaces  
in which students can relax and unwind, with Parsons 
Green, Battersea Park and Eel Brook Common all within 
walking distance. For boarding students, our stunning 
accommodation at Princess Beatrice House is a ten-minute 
walk or just one stop by tube, providing a quick and 
 easy commute.

My decision to study in 
London was one of the best  
I have ever made. This city 
offers an amazing range of  
job and study opportunities.
Sana, GCSE Student.
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With developments in technology and travel only 
accelerating the international nature of  our lives, 
where better to study than London – one of the 
leading cities on the world stage. 

One of the best things 
about studying in  
London is getting  
to know different 
classmates from  
a variety of 
nationalities. London’s rich multicultural atmosphere is mirrored at CIC,  

where over 40 nationalities are represented among our students. 
This natural diversity creates a perfect environment for growing 
awareness and understanding of other cultures and nationalities, 
helping our students develop socially and equipping them for 
future success. 

International students are given a pre-arrival pack which  
details everything they need to know about college life, including 
guidance on what to bring, information on life in England’s capital, 
and advice on bringing money into the country. We also manage 
transfers from the airport to our boarding facilities at Princess 
Beatrice House, where new arrivals are welcomed by our  
friendly house parents.

From day one, there is an induction and orientation programme  
to familiarise international students with college life. As well as  
being issued with a Biometric Residence Permit, students will have 
discussions about their chosen subjects, and their course timetable 
will be confirmed the following day.

We support students in registering with the police and a doctor,  
brief them on how to use the public transport system, and assist 
 with opening a UK bank account and making an application for an 
International Student Card.  Each student is assigned a personal 
 tutor. Together they agree academic goals, meeting on a weekly  
basis to assess progress and provide an opportunity to discuss any 
issues or concerns. We also have an ‘open door’ policy in our staff 
room, enabling students to ask subject teachers specific questions  
at any time. 

Yiu Yeung Chan, Academic Summer School Student
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Boarding students 
benefit from living in 
one of London’s most 
desirable areas while 
receiving excellent 
pastoral care.
Cocooned in the comfortable, modern surroundings of  
our student residence, Princess Beatrice House, boarding 
students benefit from living in one of London’s most 
desirable areas while receiving excellent pastoral care.

Our professional boarding staff work closely with colleagues 
in the college so that students’ academic progress and 
wellbeing is supported at an individual level both inside  
and outside the classroom. This includes a residential  
tutor programme, which runs in tandem with the college’s 
own tutoring system.

The accommodation itself, with its bright, open spaces, is 
amongst the best in the UK. There are single, double and 
triple rooms, all with en-suite bathrooms. Students enjoy 
three meals per day, expertly prepared by our catering team, 
and they have the flexibility to prepare their own meals 
using the kitchenette facilities included in the rooms.

Students are encouraged to explore all the opportunities 
London has to offer within a carefully managed structure 
underpinned by daily registration, house meetings and 
strictly implemented curfews. At evenings and weekends, 
boarders can choose from a wide range of sporting and 
social activities, including excursions to some of the UK’s 
most exciting cultural destinations. 

Students aged 18 by September 1 of the academic year  
in question typically opt to stay in iQ Hammersmith. This 
independent student accommodation features gym 
facilities, a cinema room, study areas and an enclosed 
private terrace, and is just a two-minute walk from 
Hammersmith tube station, providing easy access to the 
college and central London. For students, it means they can 
retain access to the support services and social programme 
available from the college while providing an opportunity 
to develop their independence.

My previous UK-based school 
didn’t accommodate my needs and 
interests so I am glad that I made 
the right decision and joined CIC. 
The boarding house is just the 
cherry on the top of my studies!
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Aisha, 1-year GCSE Student
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517-523 Fulham Road, London SW6 1HD

Admissions  
Telephone: 0207 610 1114 
Email: admissions@cic.ac 
www.chelseaindependentcollege.com


